
Kentucky Christian University 
Announces the Inauguration 

of its Sixth President

Dr. Terry Allcorn

December 3, 2019

M E D I A   G U I D E

For additional information contact:
Dr. Keith P. Keeran, Chancellor
Kentucky Christian University

100 Academic Parkway • Grayson, Kentucky 41143-2205
606-474-3246 • kpk@kcu.edu

Kentucky Christian University was established in Grayson, Kentucky, on December 1, 1919, as “Christian Nor-
mal Institute.” The co-founders were J. W. Lusby, an outstanding educator, Church leader, teacher, and journal-
ist of eastern Kentucky; and J. O. Snodgrass, a minister of the Gospel from Iowa. Associated with them was R. 
B. Neal, an evangelist of eastern Kentucky.  
 
Originally Christian Normal Institute included both high school and junior college programs, as well as 
emphasizing the preparation of public school teachers in the teaching norms of the times, hence the use of 
the word “Normal” in the school’s name. This area of education was phased out during the early 1920’s, at 
which time the education of young people for Christian ministries became the central purpose. The name was 
changed to “Kentucky Christian College” in 1944.  
 
In September 2004, the institution changed its name from Kentucky Christian College to “Kentucky Christian 
University.” This name change represented a profound rebirth for the institution and represented many new 
and exciting opportunities the University has to advance the Lord’s Kingdom through educational ministry. 
Kentucky Christian University remains unwaveringly committed to its mission of educating students for Chris-
tian leadership and service in the church and in professions throughout the world. 

Today Kentucky Christian University has seven schools offering 13 majors and five graduate degrees: Yancey 
School of Nursing; Keeran School of Bible and Ministry; School of Biological Sciences; School of Distance and 
General Education; Keeran School of Education; School of Social Work and Behavioral Health; School of Busi-
ness. Graduate programs are offered in the Keeran School of Bible and Ministry; Keeran School of Education; 
and the Yancey School of Nursing.  The University is accredited by The Commission on Colleges of the South-
ern Association of Colleges and Schools, The Council on Social Work Education, The Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education, and The Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board.
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Terry Allcorn Biography 

Career Highlights
2013 to September 2019 - Dean of Business, Valencia College, West Campus, Orlando, Florida 
2002 to 2013 - Administrator/Executive Vice President, Florida Christian College, Kissimmee, Florida 
1994 to 2001- Chair of General Education/Professor, St. Louis Christian College, Florissant, Missouri  
1990 to 1994 - Cross-Cultural Ministry Experience, Cleveland, Ohio 
1987 to 1990 - Cross-Cultural Ministry Experience, Aguadilla, Puerto Rico 

Conferred Degrees 
2003 - Capella University Minneapolis, Minnesota Ph.D. in Education 
2000 - Capella University Minneapolis, Minnesota Certificate in Online Education 
1995 - Cleveland State University, Cleveland, Ohio Master of Arts in Spanish 
1992 - Ashland Theological Seminary Master of Arts, emphasis Missions Ashland, Ohio 
1986 - Rio Grande Language Institute Edinburg, Texas Degree in Spanish Language 
1985 - Kentucky Christian University Grayson, Kentucky BS in Christian Ministry

Professional Activities and Affiliations
• Served as both an off-site and on-site evaluator for SACSCOC
• Sworn volunteer field chaplain for Osceola County Sheriff’s Office
• Cross-cultural ministry experience in Puerto Rico
• Former Member of the Osceola County Disaster Mitigation Task Force
 

Christ, Character, Career. The order of these guiding words 
visible all around the KCU campus is very purposeful. Christian 
is not only our middle name; it is our highest priority. The mes-
sage of Christ must saturate all of our classes, chapel, activities, 
and programs. Because of this saturation, we are able to excel 
in molding the character of our students. A person recently 
told me that a handshake used to mean something, but that it 
does not mean anything today. If we really are Christlike, our 
yes must be yes, and our no must mean no. Building a strong 
character on the foundation of Christ allows our students to 
enter a career with an understanding that all that we do must 
be as unto the Lord. Colossians 3:23 really serves as our model 
here. A Christ-filled individual of Character will approach any 
Career as a calling.

Yet presenting Christ, Character, Career must have a more pro-
found effect on some. This environment must create fertile soil 
for the Spirit to call men and women to a life of ministry. While 
we are all indeed ministers, the best equipped among us must 
also be sensitive to a calling to a life of ministry service. Our 
classes, chapel, small groups, and very campus environment 
must be fertile ground for both being called to and prepared 
for the highest calling, a life of ministry. “An Education Has 
Value for a Lifetime. A Christ-Centered Education Has Value for 
Eternity.”

Kentucky Christian University has had only five previous presidents 
in our 100-year history. Upon Dr. Metcalf’s announcement of his 
intention to resign at the end of his contract in August 2019, the 
Board embarked on a search for a new President and CEO of the 
University. A search committee was formed by the Board and was 
chaired by Mrs. Diane Mansfield (‘87) and reviewed candidates 
from across the USA and around the world.

The goal of the committee was to select a new leader who would 
guide the University into the second century of her educational 
ministry. The necessary qualifications included:

  • A love for the mission and values of the University
  • A passion for the Restoration Movement and its principals
  • Necessary academic preparation
  • Significant leadership experience in Christian higher education
  • An affinity for the training of students in the church and in 
       professions across the globe
  • An appreciation for our heritage and the ability to discern and    	
       cast a vision to prepare the next generation to be people of  	     	
       impact and influence for the cause of Christ. 
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Downloadable text and photographs available at www.kcu.edu/presidential-appointment

Personal Information
Dr. Allcorn and his wife, Jacqueline (Studebaker), have four adult children, Nathan (Maurine) Allcorn, 
Laurah (Taylor) Demar, Aaron Allcorn, and Josiah Allcorn.
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