
KCU alums Habacuc and Liz Ramos-Diaz 
Reach Inner-City Youth Through 
Skateboarding Ministry in Santiago, Chile 
Story on Page 3



Investing in 
World Changers
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President Jeff Metcalf, Ed.D.

at kcu, 
faculty 

members serve 
as a guide by 
the side, not 
a sage on the 

stage!

I tell people often that I have one of the most 

wonderful and privileged jobs in the world. I get 

to invest my efforts in truly meaningful work; to 

spend my days in a dynamic, exhilarating environ-

ment; to engage with thoughtful, dedicated, and 

gifted faculty and staff members at KCU; and, most 

importantly, to invest personally and professionally 

in students who will leave this campus and serve 

as Christian leaders in the Church and professions 

throughout the world. Make no mistake, the chal-

lenges are abundant and often intimidating. Some-

times the stress and pressures associated with 

leadership are nearly overwhelming. But it is dur-

ing the times of greatest difficulty that I prescribe 

to myself an antidote, I leave my 

office and simply walk the beauti-

ful campus of KCU. 

Inspired by Walking Around

Dave Packard and Bill Hewlett 

(Hewlett Packard) popularized the 

phrase Management by Walking 
Around, emphasizing the need for 

leaders to interact with those they 

lead. My experience, however, has 

been more closely akin to Inspira-
tion by Walking Around! While the 

inevitability of stress and hardship 

is as certain today as it was in Sol-

omon’s day, I can think of no greater antidote than 

to take a walk and engage with faculty, staff, and 

particularly students on the campus of KCU. Without 

fail, I return to my office energized and inspired, re-

minded of the importance of the educational minis-

try of KCU and thankful to be a part of it. 

As I consider the former students featured in this 

issue of The Voice (Habacuc and Liz Diaz-Ramos, 

David Rinehart, Debbie O’Leary, Nate and Whit-

ney Hutchison, Darrel Land, Crystal Brooks, Justin 

Remaklus, Scott Pugh) and the varied and unique 

ways in which they are impacting the world in the 

name of Jesus Christ, I am reminded that the 

campus of KCU serves as an incubator where vi-

sions for ministry are nurtured by faculty and staff 

who serve as active Christian mentors. Undoubt-

edly, some of the students studying today in the 

foothills of the bluegrass state will be featured in 

future editions of this very publication!

The Centrality of Mentorship

So, how is it, exactly, that students are consis-

tently challenged and equipped to leave KCU as 

world changers? While many, many ingredients 

factor into this recipe, none is more important 

than intentional Christian mentorship. Christian 

mentorship serves as one of the five Strategic 

Initiatives of KCU, and is explic-

itly required of all KCU faculty 

and staff. KCU boasts an impres-

sive faculty by any standard, 

exceptionally well-credentialed 

and professionally qualified men 

and women whose academic 

pedigree rivals or surpasses that 

of many other larger and more 

prestigious universities. 

Still, every faculty member at 

KCU accepts a dual responsibil-

ity – to be an excellent profes-

sor and academician while also 

serving as a Christian mentor to students. At KCU, 

faculty members serve as a guide by the side, not 

a sage on the stage! Academic rigor coupled with 

intentional personal Christian mentoring has been 

a longstanding hallmark of KCU and will continue 

to produce world changers for as long as this 

educational ministry exists. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of The Voice, and that 

it provides an opportunity to learn more about or 

re-connect with one of the best Christian univer-

sities in the country. Perhaps you would like to 

visit campus one day soon and join me for a walk. 

You’ll leave inspired.
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Prepare for a
Career in

Kentucky Christian University announces the initiation of a 
Biology/Pre-professional degree program, with students 
being admitted beginning in August 2011.

The KCU Biology/Pre-professional program is designed to pre-
pare students to gain entry to, and succeed in, highly competi-
tive professional schools. Given the outstanding success KCU has 
experienced with the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, 
the further extension of the curriculum into health sciences areas 
is a natural progression. 

One of the true distinctions of a KCU degree is the relevant inte-
gration of faith and learning. To that end, the core curriculum at 
KCU includes a full major in Biblical studies; therefore, as with all 
other KCU programs, graduates of the Biology/Pre-professional 
Studies programs will also obtain a second major in Biblical Stud-
ies. With a KCU Biology/Pre-professional Studies undergraduate 
foundation, you will enter your career uniquely equipped to 
utilize vocation as a tool for Christian ministry. For information 
about the Biology/Pre-professional degree program, contact 
Dr. Mitch Marshall, Assoc. Vice President for Health Sciences, at 
606-474-3232 or mitch@kcu.edu.

Dr. Mitch Marshall and Dr. 
Stan Archer have created 

curricular emphases for 
students wishing to pursue 
medical, pharmacy, dental, 

and veterinary schools. 

The success of the Yancey
School of Nursing has proven 
to be an excellent foundation 
for KCU's expansion in health 

sciences. Dr. Mitch Marshall, 
Dr. Stan Archer, and YSN Dean 
Abby Beck are well positioned 
to provide educational excel-
lence and clinical experience. 

Do Your Dreams Include a 
Career in Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Dentistry or Veterinary Medicine?
Kentucky Christian University’s 
Biology/Pre-professional program is for you! 



by Larry Monroe, VP of Advancement
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“Skating” Into the 
Hearts of Inner- 
City Youth in 
Santiago, Chile

Habacuc and Liz Diaz-Ramos and 
children Yael, Matias, and Tomas

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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“If a kid will 

jump 12 flights 

of stairs and 

land a skate 

board on a rail, 

there is no 

limit to what 

that kid will do 

for Christ.”

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ



Bridges Christian Church! That name conjures up thoughts and feelings that are 

both positive and informative. According to Dictionary.com a bridge is a “structure 

spanning and providing passage over a river, chasm, road, or the like.” A bridge 

gets us where we need to go.

As a church involved in KCU’s Covenant Church program, Bridges Christian Church 

has insured that they are a “structure” that connects their students to a quality 

Christian education at KCU. However it doesn’t stop there, they keep on support-

ing their students as they take that education out into the world. They continue to 

create a spiritual bridge on a global scale. Bridges Christian Church is there to get 

their students where they need to go!

Lenny Lowe is one such student. Lenny grew up in Russell, KY. The BCC youth group 

takes short term mission trips. It was on one of those trips to Haiti that Lenny fell 

in love with the people and the possibility of returning for a lifetime of ministry. 

Through the help of his church, Lenny enrolled at KCU where in 2002 he received his 

bachelor’s degree in Advanced Biblical Studies. Lenny returned to Haiti to become 

the Director of Sonlight Bible College in Port-de-Paix, Haiti now 100 students strong.

Bridges Christian Church helped get Lenny where he needed to go! And that is what 

the Covenant Church program is all about. It is a bridge that connects the church to 

KCU so that students can get to where they need to go in Christian service. 

BCC continues to keep their structure well-built and secure. They have this to say 

about their support of KCU. “Along with missions and new church work we also 

support the training of individuals to go into the world and make disciples through 

our support of Kentucky Christian University. 

Not only does KCU prepare individuals to work 

in local churches, but they train ‘missionaries’ 

to go into the workplace and show Jesus to the 

people they come in contact with each day.” We 

need more churches like Bridges!

If your church is a KCU Covenant Church, we want to thank you. We need you! You 

are vital to this ministry of Christian higher education, and we want to encourage 

you to keep that bridge strong for the sake of young people all across the world 

who may one day become students at KCU.

From time to time a bridge needs to be inspected. To our supporting churches, this 

is a good time to ask yourself if there is room for increase in your giving. As you 

give, you are making it possible for us to provide the very BEST in Christian Educa-

tion. We need those bridges strong and sturdy. 

If your church is not a part of the Covenant Church program, will you prayerfully 

investigate the advantages of this great program? Visit us on the web at www.kcu.

edu/church-relations/covenant-church-program for more information or contact me 

at 606/474-3298 or jgreene@kcu.edu. I would love to talk to you about becoming a 

bridge for the next generation that will get them where they need to go.
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Jeff Greene 
Heads Office 
of Church 
Relations



Crystal Brooks with her award along with Peggy Richardson, 
Executive Director of Crossroads Hospice in Dayton, OH. 

Unselfish Devotion Made
“Crystal” Clear

The joy of 
the Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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Charitable Gift Annuity compared to CD rates

USA
Today

Sample

Gift

Annuity

Rates

Charitable 
 Gift 
 Annuity

Looking for Lifetime Income 
and a Way to Support KCU?

Age Rate

7
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Gifts received 
May 1, 2010 - 

February 28, 2011

Please Note: We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this information. Should you discover an error, 
please accept our sincere apology and bring it to our attention so that we can correct our records.

In Memory Of
Sam P. Jones
By: Arnold’s Creek Christian 

Church, Middlebourne, WV

Charles Lawhon
By: Barbara M. Nilsen

Victoria Lorber
By: Albert Lorber

Ruby Maggard
By: M/M Russell G. Webb

Mabel Malick
By: Elizabeth Boyd

Barbara Merithew
By: Barbara M. Nilsen

Pamela McClain Messer
By: M/M Roy McClain

Dr. Donald A. Nash
By: Willard Johnson

Anna Waggoner to the
Dick Damron Memorial 
Scholarship
By: Donna Griffith 

Dr. & Mrs. Keith P. Keeran

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Metcalf

Anne Stanley Worthington

L. Palmer & Elva Young 
to the L. Palmer Young 
Endowed Scholarship 
By: M/M David Shuman

L. Palmer Young to the 
L. Palmer Young 
Endowed Scholarship
By: David and Susan Adkins 

Beattyville Christian Church, 

Beattyville, KY

Blue & Company, LLC, 

Carmel, IN 

M/M Larry Brandon 

Margaret Camic 

Molly Wolfel Caudill 

Centerpointe Christian 

Church, Lexington, KY

M/M Roy Clark

William Clem 

M/M Gene Cocanougher 

Mary Ruth Cole 

M/M Ricky G. Dye 

Dr. & Mrs. Jack Dyer 

M/M Ronald Fey

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund,

Cincinnati OH

M/M Raymond Griffith 

M/M George Heaton 

M/M Bruce Heller 

M/M W. James Host 

M/M Michael Jacoby 

Dr. & Mrs. Keith P. Keeran 

M/M Burton Kincheloe 

M/M J. Stephen Lane 

M/M Robert Littrell 

Patrick Massie 

M/M Frank McKinley 

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Metcalf 

M/M David Nance 

M/M David Nedros 

Inez Newsome 

M/M Jerry Provence 

M/M Stephen Pruitt 

M/M Ralph Reece 

M/M Wallace Rendel

M/M David Rosenbaum 

M/M John Samples 

M/M Jack Simpson

M/M Lachlan Smith 

Francelia Sylvester 

Tates Creek Christian Church, 

Lexington, KY

The Carpenter’s Christian 

Church, Harrodsburg, KY

M/M Alex Thomason 

Michelle Waggoner 

M/M Brad Walden 

Elaine Wesley 

M/M David Williams 

M/M Charles Wooley

Estate of L. Palmer Young 

In Honor Of
Dr. Pete Kunkle, Dan 
Hipply, Tim Bussey and 
Drew Grounds
By: M/M Keith Jones 

Dr. Jeffrey Metcalf
By: Clarksburg Church of 

Christ, Vanceburg, KY

Designated 
Scholarship Gifts:
Steven Bliffen 
Scholarship
By: M/M Jerry D. Bliffen

Lynn Bliffen Thomsen

Burton-Ruffner 
Scholarship
By: Drs. Kail & Rosalyn 

Ruffner

Andrea Damron Memorial 
Scholarship
By: Oak Grove Church of 

Christ, Grayson, KY

Dick Damron Memorial 
Scholarship
By: Oak Grove Church of Christ, 

Grayson, KY

John E. Eggleston 
Scholarship
By: M/M Paul Eggleston 

David & Ruth Gray 
Scholarship
By: Moxham Christian Church, 

Johnstown, PA

Charles Gresham Memorial 
Scholarship
By: Oak Grove Church of Christ, 

Grayson, KY

Kindelberger Scholarship
By: Estate of William & Frances 

Kindelberger 

Erby & Lorraine Messimer 
Scholarship
By: Wendell Messimer

William Peeples 
Scholarship
By: M/M William Peeples 

Carol Phillips Memorial 
Scholarship
By: Oak Grove Church of Christ, 

Grayson, KY 

Mary S. & Loretta C. 
Sanders Scholarship
By: Estate of Mary Sanders

Brian & Jennifer Spence Reid 
Memorial Scholarship
Mary Sue Babcock 

Dr. Leonard Knight 

By: Mary Anna Marshall

Bethany Wray Taylor 
Scholarship
By: M/M Barry Taylor

Wick H. Strother Scholarship
By: Commercial Bank 

Foundation, Grayson, KY

Gifts of Estates & 
Trusts:
Maude & W. Brown Memorial 

Trust

Charles F. Peterson, Trust

Estate of Mary Sanders

Estate of Beatrice L. Sladek

Other Gifts: Annuity 
& Scholarships
Jennie Bender

M/M Dale Curtis

Fern Creek Christian Church, 

Louisville, KY 

M/M Leon Harris

Drs. Leonard & Fawn Knight

Rose McCann

New Lisbon Christian Church, 

New Lisbon, IN

M/M Robert Sealock

Southeast Christian Church, 

Louisville, KY 

Helen Stevenson

M/M Eli Wallace
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by Larry Marshall, 
Director of Alumni Services

Velocity at the Speed of Love

Scott Pugh, Former Cleveland Mayor Jane Campbell, 

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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Taking Business Beyond 
the Bottom Line

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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King Lesserlight’s Crown

King
Lesserlight’s Crown: A Children’s Book for 
Grownups Too.

Narnia meets The Little Prince.

King Lesserlight

“Recollection”

Christian Scholars Review

Christian Scholars Review

Light: C. S. Lewis’s First and Final Short Story

The Dark Tower and Other Stories

Light: C. S. Lewis’s First and Final Short Story

KCU Professor Spotlight: 
Dr. Charlie W. Starr

Troy Roush - 
New Director of 
Maintenance

KCU Registrar
Says Goodbye
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Good News 
Regarding 
Accreditation

News From the Academic
Community

Other Accreditation-Related News
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by Larry Marshall, Direcor of Alumni Services

Rethinking Church 
in New Zealand

Nate and Whitney Hutchison with children Lane and Henry

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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Debbie O’Leary demonstrates a game to children 

A Ministry of Teaching 
in New York City

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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by Bruce W. Dixon, Athletic Director

KCU Names Former NFL Wide Receiver 
Mike Furrey as New Football Coach

Coach Furrey meets with players 
following press conference

Former KCU Basketball Coach Loran Dace 
congratulates Coach Furrey



The Lady Knights are coming off their

best season (National 6th place finish) in 

the program’s brief history. 

KCU A.D. Bruce Dixon commented on the 

relative importance of this hire, “Our 

women’s soccer program currently has 

tremendous momentum and Joshua has 

the knowledge and enthusiasm to make 

us a national contender.”

16

Joshua Miller will lead the Lady Knights 

soccer program. The Martinsville, IN native

is a 2007 graduate of Cincinnati Christian 

University where he helped the Golden 

Eagles win three NCCAA II Mideast Region

titles and one national runner-up finish.

Miller holds a National USSF D license, and

has coached both male and female teams 

at various age levels.

Joshua Miller Named 
Women’s Soccer Coach

Women’s Athletics Have “Banner” Year

Knights basketball Finish 7th in Nation
The KCU Knights had a strong season under the 

leadership of new head Coach Ron Reed. Finishing the 

season with a 20-13 record, KCU received an “at large” 

bid to the NCCAA II National Tournament where they 

finished 7th in the nation. Senior Casey Jones topped 

off a stellar career as a KCU Knight by being named 

the 2011 Regional Player of the Year and was named 

1st Team All American at the National Tournament. 

According to Coach Reed, Casey ended his career as 

the second highest scorer in Knights recorded history.



Core Values

This article used by permission of The Christian Standard. 

Church Planting 
Back Home in Indiana
by Kent E. Fillinger, Pres. of 3:STRANDS Consulting and Assoc. Dir. 
of Projects and Partnerships with CMF International, Indianapolis, IN

First Growth

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ
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A champion of worship values 
by Todd Bussey

Creating Worshippers from 

the Youngest to the Oldest

Worship that is Presented in Spirit and Truth

Worship as an Instrument to Train and Equip

Keeping an Evangelistic 

Focus with Worship

Todd Bussey (‘84) is the Sr. Assoc. Minster at Crossroads Christian Church.

KCU Alumni Making a Difference for Christ



Alumni Office

Larry Marshall
Director of 
Alumni Services
606-474-3277
alumni@kcu.edu
www.kcu.edu

Looking Back at 2010

Dorcas Hall Now Pifer Hall

Knight Riders 

& Tailgating

Looking Ahead to 2011

“It Feels Good 
to Come Home”

Time for a Reunion? 

Lusby Descendent 
Lela Jordan 
Named Fall 
Homecoming 
Queen

“The 2010 KCU homecoming event stirred my soul in ways 

for days. We are very excited and looking forward to attend-
ing the 2011 KCU homecoming.”

19
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Welcome 
To The Family

Todd (‘97) and Heather (Sweeney)
(’97) Calvert, a son, Zachary, 6/8/10 
Stephen (‘07) and Kimberly (Mon-
roe) (‘06) Cox, a daughter, Eloise, 
8/20/08
Randy (’05) and Laura (Willmore)
(’05) Diebel a son, Andrew, 12/14/10 
Jason and Tricia (Thomas) Dorsey
(’01), a daughter, Hayleigh, 12/27/10
Stacey (Doss) (’09) and Andy Eding,
a son, Cody, 7/2/10 
Bryan (‘07) & Shawna (Meurer) (’08) 
Edwards, a son, Collin, 6/20/10 
Adam (’08) and Nicole (Shinault)
(’10) Eggleston, a son, Benjamin, 
2/19/10
Kourtney & Sarah (Bondurant) (’03)
Funk, a daughter, Willow, 11/23/10 
Brent (’99) and Twila (Neyhart) (’99) 
Godsey, a son, Hayden, 2/21/10 
Jeffrey and Jesse (Ellis) (’02) Harden,
a son, Elliott, 4/8/10 
Steve (’00) and Sara (Campbell) (’00) 
Harley adopted a daughter, Avery, 
born 7/18/10 
Josh (’04) and Melony (Smith) (’02) 
Harman, a daughter, Adalynn, 8/4/10 
John (’05) and Rachel (Szalli) (’05) 
Harvey, a son, Camden, 3/2/11
Ryan (’96) and Lara (Daniels) (’99) 
Heck, a son, Gavin, 9/1/09 
Phil and Joy (Becker) (’00) Helbig, a 
daughter, Grace, 6/10/10 
Nate (’02) and Whitney (Meaige)
(’02) Hutchison, a son, Henry, 6/25/10 

Rob (‘08) & Robyn (Ragsdale) (‘05) 
Lansdale, a daughter, Kaelyn, 7/4/10 
David (’06) and Deborah (Bon-
durant) (’06) Markey, a daughter, 
Selah, 2/3/11 
Kevin (’03) & Leah (Malernee) (’02) 
Miller, a son, Ezra, 9/29/10
Ryan (‘05) and Allison (Meaige)
(’06) Morrow, a daughter, Penny, 
8/9/10
David (’01) and Jennifer (Harkless)
(’99) Norris, a son, Kannon, 12/10/10
Joshua and Elizabeth (Caldwell)
(att. ‘98-’99) Preston, a daughter, 
Kaitlyn, 9/16/10 
Braun (’07) and Emily (Stump) (’06) 
Ream, a daughter, Leah, 10/29/10 
Joel (’05) and Randi (Goodwin) (’05) 
Reid, a daughter, Eden, 10/31/10
Alex (’06) and Jamie (Oliver) (’06) 
Robinson, twin sons, Cole and Luke, 
1/22/11
Bryan (’06) and Hannah (Herrold)
(’05) Shelley, a daughter, Adelyn, 
7/22/10
Jordan (’09) and Melissa (Oliver)
(att ’05-’07) Stanley, a daughter, 
Madeline, 11/8/10
Chuck and Tara (Cox) (’01) Stroup,
twin sons, Cole, and Jude, 9/10/10
Steve (’91) and Martina Webster,
a daughter, Mallory, 3/28/09, and a 
son, Simon, 9/16/08 
Jonathan (‘00) and Angela (Spauld-
ing) (‘02) Wells, adopted Jeremiah, 
and Rachel, 2/16/10
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Row 1 Kaylee Hart Molly Metcalf
Emily Empson Brianne Nation

Rebekah Ramsey Lela Jordan
Lauren Stuart

Row 2 Taylor Mikles Morgan Carter
Rachel Lorenz Clerrinda Walker

Annie Holbert Jessica Proudfoot Randee Walz

Row 3 Caleb Mitchell Trevor Ellington
Corbin Marshall Stephanie Pemberton

Elizabeth Serhal Ryker Hill

Row 4 Zach Onusic Patrick Smith Caleb 
Yankey Mark Pemberton

Aaron Markey
Tiata Moore Hannah Martin

Not Pictured Whitney Yankey Isaiah Prater
Taylor Webb Shawn Crawford
Ethan Amerine Ryan Cox

Robert Martin Sarah (Clark) Buchanan Marissa Caudill
Alicia Myers

Leigh Ann Taylor Amber Puckett
Andrew Rawlings Jessica Bayne

Joshua Marshall Autumn Caitlin Carter
Brandon EdisonIn LovingMemory

Dr. Tambrey Delbert (‘85) October 14, 2010 
June Erickson (’57) November 30, 2010 
Vera (Sanford) Faust (’54) December 8, 2010 
Leonard Heckethorn (att. ‘62-’63), December 9, 2009
Jeff Miller (’75) October 14, 2010
Bob Pemberton (’82) November 21, 2010
Robert Pemberton (att. ‘74-’76) October 28, 2010

Dr. L. Palmer Young

Alum Joe Ellison
Joins KCU Board

More details will be announced on 
Alumni page at www.kcu.edu/alumni. 
Questions? Please contact the Alumni 

Office at alumni@kcu.

Next Generation of KCU Alumni



Is KCU still a place where Spiritual 

transformation still takes place?

Campus-Wide 
Ministries

Lifeline Christian Mission

10K Run

National Missionary Convention

Student Ministries
A New Kind of Prayer Walk

by Kate Stephens, Resident Assistant

Outreach to the 

Community

by Betty Mekonnen 

Ministry to Seniors in 

Assisted Living

by Olivia Dejong and Logan Stoner

Matt. 5:13-16
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KCU School of Business 
Holds First Leadership 
Conference
by Dean Brand, Assistant Professor




